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This case has been selected from Satkhira, which was exposed to violence and extremist 
activities following the hanging of an alleged war criminal of 1971. The night one of the 
alleged war criminal- ‘Kader Molla’ was hanged, Sabina’s house was vandalized and burnt 
down to ashes. According to Sabina, “The night Kader Molla was hanged, it all started. First, 
the supporters of Molla vandalized a sweet shop in the main road to vent their anger. Then, 
they surrounded our house and started the mayhem. It was my husband who first noticed, 
and he woke me up and insisted that I should flee. We somehow managed to escape using 
the pond side and went to a nearby Hindu locality.” 

The first name of Sabina’s husband’s was Sheikh. This led the supporters of Molla to believe 
that they are somehow related to leaders of the ruling Awami League (AL). According to 
Sabina “they (the vigilantes) shouted ‘burn the Sheikh’s house first’”. She continued, “I had 
my son in the house. They were many in numbers. They broke the lock of the house. They 
tore the pillows, bed sheets, and vandalized the furniture and all of my belongings. They 
killed another person when they could not find my husband. That old man was hiding in a 
graveyard. They dragged him out from the grave yard and killed him. There was sound of 
fire and bomb. Most of the time we stayed covered. If they would have found us, they would 
have chopped us into pieces…There were hundreds and thousands of people coming…The 
man was hiding in the graveyard, 10-15 people went after him. His house was also 
vandalized…We used to sleep in nearby houses. They used large wood logs to block the 
road. Thana is 1-1.5 miles from here in Kalaroa. No police came out. 4-6 people were killed. 
They also killed the principal of City College who was an Awami League supporter. Still 
people around us are Jamaat, they view us as different….It took five to seven months for 
things to become normal. But anything can happen.”
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“These incidents of vandalism mainly took place centering the verdicts of capital punishment given 
to some of the Jamaat leaders. Especially, following the verdict of Delwar Hossain Sayeedi, his 
supporters burnt down some shops of Awami League supporters in Jugi Bari. Also at the night of 
Abdul Quader Molla’s hanging, miscreants killed the president of ward Awami League.” “One day 
during that chaotic period, a pro-Jamaat woman activist joined the procession. She was standing 
beside a tree and her fellow male activists were chopping down that tree with a saw. As they were 
not using any safe measures, that tree fell on that woman directly and that woman died instantly. 
But that incident did not stop their violence.”

- Anonymous
Business, Jugi Bari

“The verdict of Delwar Hossain Sayeedi was given on that day. I was working in the office on that 
day. The incident took place in front of the circuit house road. This was a planned procession by 
Jamaat. After starting from Kadamtala, the procession headed to Zila intersection. When the 
procession reached to Zila intersection, police started firing tear-shells. The procession did not 
disarray and tear shell didn’t work. So police started firing rubber bullets. In response, the support-
ers of Jamaat-e-Islam were throwing pieces of bricks and glasses etc. Our eyes were affected by 
those tear shell and we were not being able to see anything due to buring our eyes.”

- Moniruzzaman
NGO, Satkhira Sadar

“It was about a young boy named Tuhin. He was an activist of Bangladesh Islami Chatra Shibir and 
he was also a blind supporter of Delwar Hossain Sayyedi. On 28th February 2013, he also joined 
the procession which was called as a protest against the verdict of Sayeedi. When the procession 
reached to the circuit house intersection road, Tuhin was in front line. Police created an obstruction 
to the procession. But Tuhin did not stop. He continued to come forward towards the police. Police 
fired bullet and Tuhin received shot in his waist. The bullet pierced him from one side to another  
and he died. Later his grave was also vandalized by police and supporters of Awami league.”

- Anonymous
Doctor, Satkhira Sadar
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“It started 6 months before your uncle (indicating her husband) died. I did not understand why they 
killed him. He fought during our liberation war. Even though, he was a freedom fighter but he did 
not take the certificate...For six months, the hartal (strikes) continued. During this period I insisted 
him not to go to the Awami League office. They keep calling him. One afternoon, he went to Mura-
likaha for cultivation purpose. The same day supporters of hartal were burning down houses. Also, 
they set fire on stack of jute-sticks and to the windows of a three storied building. My husband went 
into hiding in a graveyard. But, he was not able save his own life.”

- Shamsunnahar
House Wife, Jugibari

“The procession of Jamaat people went towards the Circuit House. Then police put barricade there. 
It happened at 3.38 p.m. in this market. My daughter and son-in-law lived in another end of the 
market. My five years old child also lived with them. Son-in-law’s motorbike was outside the house. 
They burnt it. There was mess in the house. They entered into the house by breaking down the 
boundary wall. When they threw tear gas those three came out as they could not tolerate the gas. 
My son-in-law came down to the yard. They beat him to death using GI pipe, hockey stick, bamboo 
sticks, and bricks of the wall at the spot. My husband went there and he was injured badly as well. 
For 13 days he was in Sadar Hospital.”

- Tahamina
House Wife, Nalkura

At first the problem started in town. The supporters of Jammat called for a procession…They 
damaged the culvert, chopped down trees and blocked the roads using the tree logs. Police fired on 
them and they also attacked police. The police action led to cutting a leg of one of the supporters 
of Jammat in Khanpur. Some years ago a supporter of Jammat was killed. Here supporters of 
Jammat make other people understand that they are religious. The judgment of war criminal is 
conspiracy. It happened in Kakdanga. Many people died but Jammati people honored them as 
martyr and did not fulfill the final funeral. But police came and took away their dead body from the 
mass grave.

- Afrot
Vanpuller, Satkhira Sadar
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“Now a days students do not want to study. They are getting big position in politics. They beat my 
uncle for a trivial matter relating to land. Muslims attacked on us because we are minority. But 
there were many influential persons and friends among the Muslims who cooperated with us. In 
Babulia, there was an incident of temple attack. One Brahman was killed by the miscreants. That 
incident occurred after fazar prayer when nobody woke up. That is why miscreants could not be 
identified.”

- Lakkhan
Student, Purano Satkhira

“A leader of Shibir named Aminul was killed in Satkhira. He was from Krishnonagar union. Police 
attacked him while he was in a party meeting. The union is backward in many ways. There is no 
good mode of transportation and no direct contact with the rest of Shatkhira. Now, people consider 
it as a place of violence. During the clash, shops were vandalized and people could not come 
outside out of fear. Students did not go to school.”

- Khairul
Village Police, Kaliganj

“My father-in-law and mother-in-law were in the house. At least 200-300 people came to the yard 
and they shouted to my father-in-law to come out of the house. When he did not come out they 
started vandalizing everything. My father-in-law fled towards the graveyard. He tried to hide in the 
grave. Quader Molla was hanged at 10:10 pm and at 10:20 pm they dragged him out of the grave 
and killed him brutally. They hacked him in head, in the eyes and middle of mouth. He was 56 
years old. He had Jaundice….He would have died naturally. He was so aged. Then why they killed 
him in such a way?”

- Tania
Housewife, Kalaroa
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