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According to Abdul Matin, “Tongi has turned into a melting pot as people from different 
parts of the country migrate here to settle and do job or business due to large scale 
industrialization. Despite this, people have lived here in peace and tranquility. However, 
it is now a matter of great concern and sorrow for the residents of Tongi that the area 
has become the hotspot of the drug dealing business. Above all, the militant attacks 
came as a shock for the entire Gazipur district.” He maintains that violence and 
intolerance is not in the nature of local people. Instead, these are exported by the 
outside criminals who may be few in numbers but have chosen Gazipur as their 
operation zone.

He adds on, “people are now forgetting their own indigenous culture and are more 
attracted to a foreign culture. Moreover, degenerative activities like drug addiction 
among youth are destroying their potential. They are confused about their own 
identity, which is hampering the process of the growth of their personality.” He relates 
this to religious extremism where young people are given misinterpretation of real 
stories. He continues, “different groups of youths love to brag about their knowledge 
of religion in front of others without having proper understanding and practice of 
religion. This makes them intolerant to people of other religion. It also involves them in 
criminal activities.”

Name: Mohammad
Abdul Matin
Age: 56
Profession: Vice Principal
(Safiuddin Sarkar Academy
and College);
Location: College Gate,
Tongi, Gazipur district.

The level of security
measures around the
respondents’ area was
noticeable;

Densely populated district:
an easy hide out;
Planning zone of criminals;
Intolerance against political
dissent/ fear of political
persecution;
Diverse perception on
minority issue;
Availability of drugs and
weapons;
Conservative outlook on
attire;
Domestic violence,
polygamy;
Unplanned industrialization;
Prevalence of religious
conservativeness.

Respondents explained
different types of violence
which they had seen around
them;
People were holding back
information to themselves
due to security concern.
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On 17 August 2005, JMB activists carried out bomb attacks at nine spots of Gazipur. 
The area was under Joydebpur Police station. On 10 August 2015, seventeen members 
of the banned Islamists outfit Jamaatul Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB) received 10 years 
detention as punishment for their criminal involvement in Gazipur’s case.

- Hasina Akter Jahan Bithi,
Lawyer, North Rajbari, Sadar, Gazipur

On Saturday, October 8, 2016, seven militants were killed when a joint team of Police 
and Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) raided a two storied building in Patar Tek, Gazipur. 
Kabir is a migrant laborer from Kurigram district living near that house. He experienced 
the chilling moments of the anti-militant raid at Patar Tek. Later, he had to spend a few 
days in his native village to ease his trauma. Following his return, he found the members 
of his locality deeply concerned and frightened. They did not want to talk about the 
incident. There was an element of fear.

“One of my good friends, Advocate Anwarul Azam died in the incident. I was getting ready 
to go to the office that day. After hearing the news of bomb attack, I called Azam. The 
phone rang and rang, but he was not picking up. Later, I came to know that he had 
suffered serious injuries in that bomb attack. Seven days later he died.”

“I live in Patar Tek. My house is very near to the house where law enforcers raided. When 
the gunfight between them and militants started I became very scared.…I did not return 
to my living place until evening. I spent the whole day in tension and anxiety. The situation 
became totally unpredictable. Anything could have happened. I saw ambulances bearing 
the dead bodies of militants.….My family was very much worried for me. After the 
incident, I could not sleep well for a few days. I feared that militants will come back and 
will take revenge against the people of this locality.”

-  Kabir Hossen
Rickshaw Puller, Patartek, Gazipur



“It was 8th day of the last month (October 2016). I do not know when the police force came. 
It was impossible to be aware of the presence of police. I only noticed them at 8 in the morning 
when they surrounded the house where militants were residing. SWAT and RAB were also 
there. Before that, I could not even imagine some militants were living so near to me. Around 
12 PM, they came to our house and told us – “Please, leave the house. There may be bullet 
fire. The people of the house can suffer injuries.” They were polite to us. Immediately, I left the 
house with my children and other family members. We all went to the backyard of the 
house……There were five flats in that building of which one was militant’s hideout. There were 
seven other families living there…..The law enforcers used a loudspeaker to warn the militants. 
They sounded the final ultimatum to the militants, asking them to come out and surrender or 
face action. But the Jongi (militant) did not listen; they took time…..I do not think that the Jongi 
(militant) were innocent. If they were innocent then why they had not come out when police 
asked them to do so…. But who knows what will happen? In these days, innocent people are 
also becoming subject of harassment. Who knows whether the seven people were Jongi or not? 
Now, if the police come one day and arrest me or kill me what could be done?”

-  Mst. Habiba
Entrepreneur, Patartek, Gazipur

“The boys who were killed in the raid, never talked with anyone in this locality. It indicates that 
they were not decent persons…. I saw the militants” dead body. They were mostly 18-25 years 
old……We are concerned about the outsiders after the raid. Seeing any strange person, we, 
particularly women feel intimidated as they may be either from law enforcement agency or 
militant groups…..We knew that there were four students residing in that house. But, following 
the raid, we came to know that there were seven persons. So, there is a possibility that militants 
are hiding in any of the house in this locality even now.”

-  Asma Akter
Tailor, Patartek, Gazipur



Patar Tek and Harinal have similarities in anti-militancy incident pattern. Although in 
Patar Tek, the duration and result of the raid was longer and dangerous, the people of 
Harinal are also living in fear. The difference is that, Patar Tek is mostly inhabited by 
local people with fewer settlers than Harinal. That is why, people of Harinal blame the 
overflow of outsider in their area for prevalence of militant activities.

“I did not know them. The only thing I knew is that they came here after the Eid ul 
Adha. We are all very busy with our own works. So, we did not try to know them. Also, 
they did not come out of house much. We never saw them to go to the mosques even 
for prayers. So, I did not have any chance to meet them……After the incident, people 
became aware of the matter. If they were conscious about the matter, nothing could 
have happened.”

-  Shah Ali
Mason, Lebubagan, Harinal, Gazipur
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